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Advertiſement, 


T HE Performance having gained very 

great Applauſe ; many Copies of the 
Engliſh Compoſitions, which were ſpoke 
together with the Play, have been deſired 
by the Relations of the young Gentlemen 
who performed, and by other Perſons whom 
I am defirous to oblige : Therefore I have 


ordered the ſeveral Pieces to the Preſs 
(though they were not wrote n ith 


tention of 
publication may be con 
reſult of my Judgment, but 8 4 a citi- 
mony of my Reſpect, 

WILLIAM Wan. 
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21 ele 1 . I. 18. for were read where. P. 13. l. 11 
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* f Spoke by way of PROLOGUE. 


(The Genius of Peetry deſeends and ſpeaks.) 


ROM boundleſs oceans of ethereal day, 

Beyond th' empyreal orb's extreameſt height; 
Where Thought of mortals ne er preſum d to ſtray, 
Nor. ſoaring Fancy ever wing'd her flight, 

Lo I deſcend ! there thron'd in ſplendor fit 


TE of high renown, the D of wit. 


BS W eli to life's low vale confin'd, 
' My not mortality's inferior ſphere ; 5 
Burſt the dull bonds, diſplay 'd the mighty mind, 
And bad it blaze in genuine luſtre clear: 
Hence, fraught with wiſdom's lore their ſacred Page. 
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Hence, each fair Science ſpreads attractive grace, 
Hence, Art high-tow'ring daunts th' admiring eye; 
a Tranſported vot ries tremble while they gaze, 
Burn to poſſeſs, yet fear to ſoar ſo high: 
All hail, congenial fouls ! high Heavn looks down, 
And ſheds propitious ſmiles ; each ſcience is your own. 


For you in dread ſublimity array d, [1] 
'Midſt Gods embattled on Scamander's plans 
See Homer ſtalks, majeſtick, undiſmay d, L 
And is himſelf the Jupiter he feigns : e. 
Whilſt warring hoſts with adverſe fury Join, | 
Groans, ſhouts, ſhrieks, claſhing arms in dreadful din * 
B With 
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£1] An imitation of the rapid ſublimity of Hiemer. 
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With N awe the Trojan view; [2] 


1a arms, in "piety, in fu lng. great; 
By hate, hell, Juno unappall'd, purſue 


The: high beheſts of Troy's imperial Fate: 
Earth feels, Heavn owns, th* irreyocable nod, 


Troy reigns reſtor'd in Rome; Auguſtus is a God. 


See Tragedy advance with buſkin'd tread ; [3] 
Queens,” Heroes, Gods compoſe her gorgeous train : 
Horror aghaſt by A/chylus is led; [4] 
The loves around Euripides complain; [5] 
Whilſt Sophoeles bids Sorrow ſoft and flow. 
March with the ſtately ſtep, and conſcious pomp of woe. [6] 


Midſt yon" bright orbs, when Comedy was ſeen, 
From Nature's form in cleareſt view diſplay 3 | 
To ſnatch. exprefſion, manner, feature, mein; — | | 
Th immortal airs myſelf to earth convey'd ; ＋ 
The facred charge to Ti erence I conſign d, | 
With purity of Phraſe and elegance refin'd. 01 


That clegatics fefitM Hat Bots ape C964 
Room for the jocund throng | lo. ſhe deſcends 1 
Blyth Comedy : cries ſhed your influence here: * 
And ev'ry Muſe and evry Grace r N 2 , 
With joy they execute their Queen's command, ONE 
Smile on my youthful troop, and court the blooming band. 


Prad by tlie Learned, fav'rites of the Fair, 
Proceed my charge: Each Genius of the ſkies 
By me proclaims. vou his diſtinguiſh'd care, 5 : 
Bids your attempts to height of learning riſe; 
That gain'd, in widow, honour, virtue try d, 
Stand forth your parents . and ſhine your country's 425 
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a An imitation of the ſerene ſublimicy of Virgil, 
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Sketches of the of the three Greek tragick poets, 
Some of Æſchiag "Trigedies aro faid to have affected the audience with 


horror to an exceſlivegegt 
[5] This —.— — to the Phedra and Aleeftis of Euripides, 
Sopbecles in all his Tragedies which are extant, excells in raifing ſorrow. 
7] The charaQeriſtick excellence of Terece is repreſenting human life aa- 
turally, without heightning the charaRers for the ſake of the Ridiculous, and this 
in a tile which i is I. card of — 2 in the Latin 3%, ht 
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The Firſt INTERLUDE. 


Enter Hilario and Spodzus, (two great. Boys of the * or 
ſecond Claſs) followed by Florio, Momiſcus, ArQus, Hiſtor, 
and Theron, (little Boys.) Y 


Hil. A Serious Comedy — in Latin too 

And hope to pleaſe — A wonder if we do! 
Solemn and grave — But, twas our Maſter's ' whim ; 
He likes the Play, and we muſt humour him. 
Sirrahs obſerve your Mafter: Thus he faid; 
(But firſt he mus'd and thus inclin'd his Head) 125 
* Young Gentlemen come hither; Tou ſhall venture 
« This Year, Im thinking, on the Seh. Tourmentor * 
Although tis ſerious—— Nay, no frighted looks ! 
% We'll pleaſe the Judges, or III burn my Books. 
For here we have ſuch Language, ſuch a _ 
No incident ſuperfluous, none forgot; | 
« So juſt the Sentiments, their turn ſo fine, _- 

« The Manners; Nature's ſelf: The Moral quite Abe l 
Moral enough! But does the comick Merit N 
On Morals reſt? Give me the comick Spirit: 
Th' unlook d- for Repartee; the ſquint- ey d Ja, 3 
The Laugh ambiguous, ſmother d, not luxprek'd ; 9 

The Droll demure; Simplicity ſo fly; ' 
The fancied Cunning, ſhewn ſo ſimply ſhy ; 
Whilſt lurking Satyr, plying ev'ry Dart, otra 
Like tickling, forces Laughter mixt with Smart. 

Spo. Softly. goad Mr. Mrmick : You debaſe 
To Farce and Drollery the comick Grace. 
True Comedy muſt diffrent Aſpects wear, 
As Nature's various Images appear: 
Shew, in the Characters of real Life, 
The careful Father, the obſervant Wife, 
The duteous Child: Here the judicious Eye T7 
Pleas'd may the excellence of Art eſpy'3 * 
More pleas d, than at the view of Follies hit S 
With all the poignance of Satyric Wit. | | 
Folly's Diſtortions Laughter may command, 
But fair Proportion ſhews the Maſter's Hand. 
Diſcernment frowns, when monſters wou'd compare 
With faireſt objects ſhewn in lights as fair. 

Hil. But Mr. Gravity: Not quite ſo warm. 
A. {mile might do that Tragick Face no harm. 


ö 


69 . 
So, to divert your Audience, you wou'd give 4 
Moſt ſerious Lectures, how they ought to live. : 
In terms of fad ſobriety declare, 6 
That Life is worth no human Creature's care; 
Short at the longeſt, painful at the beſt, 
Debauch'd by Plenty, or by Want diſtreſs'd; 7 
No joy, no comfort, in this vale of woes: 
Only in Death do Mortals find repoſe. 

Spou. If ſuch dull ſtuff of patch-work common-place, 

With that Buffoon's impertinent grimace, 

Be ſerious Comedy: Why we muſt fix, 

By the: ſame rule, on Merry-Andrew's tricks 

For the gay comick vein; or lower ſtoop, 

To Pugg's wit, ſhewn in tumbling through a hoop. 4 
If Laughter is of Excellence the Teſt, | 
Pugg's merits are by grinning throngs confeſs'd, 

No Joke has ever gain'd Applauſe more loud, 

Than Andrew's ſmutt, thrown to a gaping Croud. 

Hi. Filthy compariſon | Spou. At leaſt as clean 
As Congreve's or- as Vanbrugh's Jeſts obſcene. 

Sure Ber's tarpawling flight to whimp'ring Miſs, 
Is — Tm aſham'd to mention what it is. | | 
and mighty cleanly mad) muſt appear. „J 
« Why Sir he bad me bis- and clapt his hand juſt thera,» 

If 4 are inſtances of, comick Power, | 
Punch and a Puppet-ſhow, can go no lower. 

Hl. Punch and a Puppet-ſhow | - Spou. Yes Children love em, 

And thoſe who judge like Children may D em; 

But vile Obſcenity no Age can ſuit, - 

No rank of Men; Fit only for a Brute. 

_ Hil. Agreed: But pry'thee when did I ni 

The Ribbald's fulſomè jeſts to recommend. 

Are ſprightly ſtrokes of Humour an offence 
To decency, good- manners, or good- ſenſe ? 

Spou. And are grave Characters to be rejected, 
Becauſe by giggling Folly they're neglected ? 

Fl. Nay, fly not into Paſſion : You forget 
That what you promis'd is not touch'd-on yet: 
You bad us read the Piece; faid, then you'd tell 
Wherein the ſev'ral Characters excell. 

Our part we have perform'd, but you delay 
To ſhew the ſcope and meaning of the Play. 


E 


We on your promis'd help our hopes had plac'd 
Whilſt you the time in uſeleſs conteſt waſte. 
Spou. Not uſeleſs: He a vicious taſte defends 
On juſt diſcernment our ſucceſs depends. 
Hil. Do IT defend? — did ever Mortal hear ? —— 
What vicious taſte ? No patience this can bear. 
Can it of nice diſcernment be the Teſt, 
In Comedy to diſallow a jeſt ?. 
Momiſ. Juſt where you firſt begun! ] plainly fee 
Your Notions evermore will diſagree : 
Peeviſh and poſitive— Fh. Do hold thy Tongue. 
Mom. What; when they both are clearly in the wrong. 
Hil. Pray Mr. Sauce-box how came you to know 
Either is wrong? much more, that both are fo. 
Mem. Your own wiſe worſhips the Diſcoy'ry made; 
At once befool'd by Paſſion and betray'd. 
Hil. Such pertneſs well deſerves — Spou. Unclinch thy Fiſt ; 
'Tis cowardice to ſtrike were none reſiſt, 
But ſince their Wiſdoms have ſo quick diſcerning ; 
What need of our aſſiſtance to their learning: 
Let us to Phronimus ; to him relate 
What each has urg'd in our too-warm debate. 
Hil. Tis excellent advice: He'll ſet us right. 
Hil. & Spou. So moſt diſcerning Gentlemen, good Night. 
Exeunt Hilario & Spoudæus. 
Flo. Ay now we're finely ſerv d! Ardt. As I expected 
So for his Folly we muſt be neglected. 
Hi. He muſt put in his Word | Mom. Pray be content: 
Can you or they think an affront was meant ? 
Ard. We think thou art a — but let ſcolding ceaſe. 
Sirrah we'll teach you how to hold your Peace. 
Mom. Why are you all diſtracted ? What's the matter ? 
Ard. Your Monkeyſhip ſhou'd know your time to chatter, 
Mom. Off with your Bearſhip's Paws* I Hi. What, let him lip! 
Ardt. Did I expect he'd give me ſuch a trip? 
Hift. Quick; Florio, that way run: You Theron this. 
I follow. All of us he cannot miſs. | 
Riſe Artus, help to catch him. Art. Oh! my Hip 


Did I expect he'd give me ſuch a trip. | 
| * | The 
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* He puſhes Arctus down and runs off, 
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(8) 
The Second INTER LU PDE. 


Enter Momiſcus (a little Boy) with a Terence in his hand, 
ARD Work indeed | yet I muſt ſet about it, 
But as for my Succeſs, good faith ; I doubt it. 

Twas my Impertinence, yon Hotſpurs ſay, 

That forc'd our two Interpreters away: 

So my own-ſelf the Office muſt ſupply ; 

Oh! how they threaten, if 1 dare deny c 

They'll ſurely break my Bones, unleſs I try. 

Which way ſhall I proceed ? come, let me look ; 

This Terence is a moſt tormenting Book : K 

Terence ! twas 1, a pert unthinking Elf! 

Twas I, that brought this Torment on myſelf, 

My forward, ſawcy, flippant Tongue, muſt venture 

But ſoft : Muſt I become a Self-Tormentor ? 

And if I ſhou d? Come, let me look around: 

What; not one ſingle Brother to be found 

To keep me Company ! Can I diſcover 


No pinching, Miſer? No diſcarded Lever? 


No heart-wrung envious Wretch, who pines to ſee 

That others breath the Air as well as he ? 5 

No meddling buiy-body, itill contriving 5 

For all. Folks, but himſelf, the means of chriyi 

No whiffling, ſhuffling, whiſp'ring, nibbling Spirit 

That poke © yet fears to face, diſtinguiſh'd Merit? 

Nay Gentlemen, look angry if you can: 

The firſt that frowns, is, certainly the Man. 8 
But theſe are Torments I haye ſmall concern in 3 

J want one who torments himſelf in Learni 


„ 
2 


In Greek and Latin a profound Proficient, | T | 55 


And not in "Engliſh very far deficient.” 

(For your great Scholars ſometimes have been known 
To underſtand each Language but their own) 

In Engliſh then let Him be at no loſs | 


-F* explain th Heauton-timoroumerits : 


| (He throws: down the Book. 
A ſtrange long-winded- Word its very ſight 
Wou'd many a Country Sehool-maſter aftright ;. 
And many a Rev'rend' Country — huſh : Forbpar : 
Leſt the Fox-hunting Gentlemen-ſhou'd hear; 
All know, with what exceſſive pains they ſeek, 
What conſtant Study to excell — in Greek. 
But 


n 

But will no ſerious ſtudious Soul | appear ? 
gure one, at leaſt might be expected here; 

Who hop'd of learned pains for ſome reward; 
Fancying his Betters would deſert regard: 

Yes one I ſee, but I forbear to name him, 

Poor ſimple Man ! his Merits wou'd but ſhame him. 
Sad Caſe ; that I of ev'ry help ſhould miſs 

From ev'ry Gentleman! But fo it is. 

Then to the Ladies: Yet I. wou'd not wrong em; 
Sure I ſhall find ſome peeviſh one among em; 1 
Some queer, croſs thing, compos d of Pride and Satyr, 
Who thinks it want of Senſe, to ſhew good nature; 
Whoſe Tongue, in Cenſure, Calumny and Spite, 

One ceaſeleſs Lacum rings from Morn to Night ; 
In Smiles inſulting, ev'n in Pity keen, 

A Face of Envy and a Soul of Spleen : 

Wou'd ſuch-a-one ſome ſmall Aſſiſtance lend me, 
No need of farther Succour to defend me; 

For be yon huffing Hectors e'er ſo bold, 
They'll ſurely never dare to face a Scold. 

Now then for a Protectreſs ! — baulk'd again 


1 caſt my Eyes on evry Side in vain : 
Do ſee, good Sirs, have I the Caſe miſtook ? 


Is there among em one ill-natur'd look ? , As 
And have I been miſtaken ? Is there one ? * 1 


Lock at the Face who dare: Let me begone. | | 
runs UA the Stage,” 5 


Enter Hiſtor, W Ahe, an aw Side, and on "the ”- 
tber. 2 


Hiſt. Momiſcus ho! Flo. 1 I faw his run away, - 
And call'd aloud but cou'd not make him =” 
Hit. Do follow, tell him not to be afraid 
Kind Phronimus on all Sides Peace has made, 85 
He'll teach us ev'ry Thing we want to know. 
Hilario and Spoudæus told me ſo; 
Their diff'rent Sentiments he will diſeuſs, 
Then will proceed to give his Help to us, 
This tell Momiſcus, not a moment waſte, 
We to Hilario and Spoudæus haſte: c 297 
What; in his hurry leave his Book behind ©" 2 
But we ſhall catechiſe him when we find him. 


Mr * | ; | The 


%) 
The Third INTERLUDE, 


Enter Phronimus, Spoudzus, Hilario, and the little Boys. 
— 1 Hope you clearly apprehend me? Spou. Ves, 
Your meaning, if I take you right, is this. 
In Works of Genius, if the Plan be true, 
Inſtruction always is the Point in view; 
But, by the Magick of the Poets Art, 
Pleaſure conveys th' Inſtruction to the Heart : 
Whilſt” ev'ry Paſſion due direction takes, 
1 And ev'ry virtuous Sentiment awakes. 
1 Phro. Right. Hil. But you farther ſaid, or I am wrong, 
Humour tho low, if natural and ſtrong; 
Not vicious, nor obſcene, was free from blame, 
:1Y Nay more, in Comedy might Merit claim. | 
Phro. No doubt; but not the higheſt: None conteſt 


—_——— 
7 * 1 
* 9 


The right of Comedy, to hum 'rous Jeſt. L 4 
C | When Truth, plain told, might happen to provoke, | WF 
11 Twill pleaſe perhaps, when ſeaſon d with a Joke; * ho 
1 And fillieſt Characters if copied right. 
| | May give the wiſeſt innocent delight; © © [ 
| v1 Nay raiſe perhaps their Laughter to the height : "Y 2 
14 But Laughter does not higheſt Jaye beſtow, . 
We muſt admire cer we can Tranſport knor ; 


And Likeneſs, tho well drawn, of Folly, finds 
| ws Admiration, with judicious Minds. 
T' exalt the Soul, to elevate the Thought, 

Let Men be ſhewn behaving as Men ought. 
T affect the Soul, make the Reſemblance true; 4 
Let Men be ſhewn behaving as Men do. 
Here Art ſuperior is requir d: To jein 
The Charact riſtick ſtroke with juſt defign ; 00 AA. 
Nature through each Variety to trace, | 
; Then in the fitteſt Attitudes to place. IF 
1 But I too long on gen ral Topicks d well, oH 
| The preſent Piece, acknowledy'd to excell dB 
| In moral Leſſons, yet with Nature ſtor d, 
Of what Id teach, Examples will afford. 
And if, for clearer Information's fake, 
Ourſelves the ſev'ral Characters ſhou'd take N 
Some leading ſtrokes in each to repreſent, 
Wou'd ſhew the Poets general Intent : 


— 
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Spoudeus come, a Chremes let us ſee ; 
Hilario, you a Menedemus be ; 
I for a moment will aſſume the Part 


(To the little Boys) 
Of Clitipho— Now mark the Poet's Art. 


In theſe old Characters (a finiſh'd Pair,) 
Are ſhewn the different effects of Care. 
Spou. Chremes from fancied foreſight ſtill projecting, N 
Then with a ſelf-ſufficient Air directing. 
Hil: Poor Menedemus on his Loſs reflecting * 
Alas I ſays he, altho by Love betray d, 
My Son was charm'd by an inferior Maid; 
Shou'd I for ſuch a Fault, if Fault it were,' 
Have ſhewn myſelf implacably ſevere ; 
Shou'd I, by rugged treatment of his Grief, 
Have forc'd him to the Wars to ſeek Relief ? 
But Cha, if a wretched Father's care, 
May his paſt Cruelty to thee repair ; 
By lab'ring, ſaving, getting, I decree 
Myſelf to puniſh, and lay up for thee : 
Nor will I Comfort know, nor taſte of Joy, 


Till thou returning ſhar'ſt ; poor injur'd Boy 
Spou. The Parent's Sorrows Chremes wou'd relieve z 


Hl. But he inflexible perſiſts to grieve, 
Determines till to labour, ſtill to mourn, | 
Nor thinks of Comfort but in Clinia's ſafe return : 
Spou. ' Chremes of that return, with , Pleaſure hears, 
By Clitiphs his Son, and ſcarce forbears | 
Inſtant to let his ſorrowing Father know ; 
Phro. Better not do it yet, ſays Clitiphe ; 
But juſt return'd, the ſtate of Things unknown, 
His Miſtreſs? Falſhood, and his Father's Frown 
He apprehends; and eager to remove, 
The anxious doubts of his impatient Love | 
He to the Lady has a Servant ſent ; | 
(Cyrus by my Direction alſo went,) 
It yet his Image dwells within her Breaſt, 
Shell meet him here; for ſuch was his requeſt. 
But ſhou'd his Father's Cruelty increaſe 
Spou. His Cruelty ! yet let me hold my Peace, 
Says Chremes, he, poor Man ! wou'd be undone, 
Shou'd Clizia know his Heart: But hark you Son; 
Obſerve ; for 'tis a young Man's firſt concern: 
From other's Faults do _=_ Experience learn. 


999 =» 
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Enter 


1 
Enter Philo baſtth. vi 
Philo. Spoudeus, you forgot, your Comrades tay x 
For your return, and chide your long delay. 
pon. What Philo — I attend 'em, but do you 
Stay, and the Character of Clinia ſhew ; 
'Tis only that thoſe little Boys may learn, 
The ftrokes of Art in Terence to diſcern.” 
Hil. I too muſt go, but will Letorio ſend you, 
tn Syrus Character he will attend you. 
Ard. Wer thank you Gentlemen for what you've done, 
And Phronimus will now, we hope, again go on. | 
Phro. The Father gone; the graceleſs Voungſter cries, 
Now the Old Gentleman is mighty wile ; 
Did you but ſee him when a little mellow: 
Then tis when Young I was a ſwaſhing Fellow.” 
But now © is every young Man's © fitſt Concern, 
« From other's Faults Experience to learn.“ 
Yes, to be ſure little does he ſuſpect 
That what my Miſtreſs-ſays has more effect: 
For Clinia here, tho' Plagues enough perplex him, 
Has not a Terniagant like” mine to vex him; 
Imperious, vet. S 'cravifigytt ve. d wonder, _ 1 


Famous, no Miſs of Quality beyond her, 
Of high expenſive Modes, he travell d A 4 onder. 


And I alas ! have nothing to beſtow, 
1233 But this, tere my Deſtruction, ſhou'd ſhe know. 
| [4 | Mom. Why this 18, to the Purpoſe. Hiſt. Tis indeed. 
[1] Eb. But with your Information pray proceed. 
4 Philo. Deſponding Clinia next — yet ſoon his Fears, 
Give Place to Joy, Whillt he from Syrus hears, 
His Miſtreſs” Conduct cou'd the Ladies read it, 
{ 4 Tis truely ſuch as does their Sex a credit: 
Induſtrious, prudent, conſtant, tender, chaſte, 

| 

i 


Her Hope, her Wiſh,” her Soul on Clinia plac d; 

In modeſt Guiſe of unaſſuming Charms, 

| Vourſelves beheld her meet his eager Arms. 

4 Bacebis admires, compell'd by Truth to own 

Vice in its Pomp by Virtue 'unadorn'd outdone. 

Vice in its Pomp ſtoops to a low Deceit, 

Bacchis, by Syrus prompted, plays the Cheat; 

As Clima's Miſtreſs is on Chremes paſt, 

Who ne ler ſuſpects his Son's Affections on her plac d. 
* . 
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Mom. Did I not take it ſo? beſides 1 ſaid, 
What fo impatient Clitipbo had made, 
Was Jyrus Interdiction of his Bliſs. 
<« Nay prithee let me ſnatch one ſingle Kiſs" —= 
Do by your Folly, fays the Slave, diſcover, 
Do, to your Father, that you are her Lover. 
« My Father is not preſent”—. tis no matter, 
Sir, touch her at your Peril One look at her 
e Sure that may be permitted,” get away 


Says Syrus— Why your Madneſs will us all betray: 


Phrs, Well ſaid Momiſcus : N ay; ,by his Look, 
He ſeems the following Action to hive took; 
Say what you think the next ſucceeding Scene, 
Betwixt the two Old Gentlemen may mean. 

Mom. Chremes appearing, ſays, *tis ſurely Day, 
Yet I my Neighbour's Happineſs delay ; 

I ſhould remove' his Sorrow, and his Fear : 
"Twill ſo delight him that his Son is here. 

And* is he come! in Tranſport and Surpfine, 
Let me go to him! Menedemus cries. 

Softly, ſays Chremes, Sir ! For his Offence 2 

He fears to ſee yon; then ſuch an Expence. 
This Woman he has got, will ſoon create, 
As wou'd run ovt a Nobleman's Eſtate : 
Her and her Company one Night I've kept, 
One more were ruin — Sir, I have not flept_ 
A wink, for thinking how to ſave your Son, 
Then take my Counſel, or he is undone : 

As from yourſelf Sir, though you're cer ſo willing, 
You muſt not let him have a ſingle Shilling: 
Twould ſpoil him (utterly, Sir, ſhou'd he know 
That you of his Extravagance allow : 


am, 


Some Friend, as from himſelf, ſhou'd give him Money, 


Or you may let. his Servant put a Trick upon ye. 
Syrus ſhall this contrive by my Direction, 
And he, be ſure, will play it to Perfection. 

Enter Lœtorio in the Character of Syrus Beih. 


Letoris. Nay Gentlemen ſuch News! You'll ne er believe it, 


Th' Account I ſcarce can credit while I give it : 
Antipbila, by Proofs moſt fully clear; 
To be my Maſter's Daughter will appear. 
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My Lady by a Ring — I heard her tell 
My Maſter Chremes how the chance befell 
The Token by the Nurſe is alſo known, 
So the young Lady ſurely is our own ; 
Clinia will be tranſported, but diſaſter 
Hence may befall both me, and my young Maſter. 
Th' Old Gentleman will certainly diſcover 
That Clitiþho of Bacchis is the Lover; 
His Son's Hand in her Boſom he has caught, 
And rated him ſeverely for the Fault. 
Vexatious tis to think my well-laid Scheme, 4 
To trick th* old Gentleman » ſhould prove a Dream ; 
Had not the clean Contrivance been defeated, 
He by his own. Directions had been cheated : 
Unluckly this — but let me not diſpair, 
The Plot may yet perhaps be brought to bear; 
As thus — no, twill not — yes — a noble Thought! 
My Life fort now this flippery Coin is caught. 

Phro. Such are the Characters — you now diſcern, 
I foe you do; what you defir'd to learn. 
Attend but to the Sequel, 'twill declare 


What from our Maſter we ſo often hear, | IT 
Cunning is real Folly, Vice a Cheat: e 
For vicious Pleaſures are the worlt Deceit, 


: Whit Shins and Riccbis 
. AH Madam my young Maſter - Bac. Why this Fright? 
Sy. Myfetf too! Bac. Is the Fellow craz'd outright ? 

Thy Maſter is as {afe as Sleep can make him-— 

Sy. Afleep ! this Inſtant let me fly and wake him. 
But Menedemus is already gone, 
Has my Old-Maſter told, and all's de 

Bac. Hah ! ſayſt thou? Sy. Told him all; nay with a Sneer 
At his Diſcernment : Now condemn my Fear. 
Had you but ſeen how Menedemus ſmil'd, 


"To ſee his ſhrewd Adviſer ſo beguil'd : 


Pleas'd with the Trick Ah that Td never done it! 
A Curſe on Cunning, never good comes on it. 
That Face too ! poor Relief in one's undoing, 


Fs . To ſay ſhe's handſome, but haz been my ruin. 


Bac. 


Bac. Ruin f H. Fl ty Old Maſter Witt decke 
His new-found Daughter now to be Hit Heir b 
Trick d by his Slave and by his Son outwitted— 2p 
Impoſſible — he never Can forget it. | _ Ya 
Ah! Madam, Madam! but tis now too Iato— Wh 
Your Charms have loft my Maſter his Eſtate. © 
Myſelf muſt periſh too for who can be nor? _ 
His Evif-OGenids i in a Woman's 5 ae. | = 
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Bac. His Fill Genius. ——-Let me alt my ba, 


If ſuch Behaviour ſnits with my Deſert. | 8 2 
Alas | too well it ſaits ; 3 — confeſs . 7 oF . I 
Myſelf the Cauſe of Clitiphs's Diſtreſ :. he cu 92 


My Wiles have led the unexperienc d Vouth, 
Far, very far, from Duty and from Truth. 
Juſt Heav'n with-hold thy Thunder, whilſt I own... 
A Youth by me ſeduc d, by me undone . -. 

His injur'd Parent's Curſes on me fall, | 
And my Heart tells me, I deſerve em all. bil v0 
I dare not recolle&, —— Oh, 1. State accurſt 2510 


Myſelf of my Tormentors am the firſt. Eda 
Virtue hay ill exchang d: for ſplendid er. 1 70 
Can blazing Brilliants Peace of 1 it ov. 
In vain exterior: State its: Bomp ſupplies; 39 Son 
My ſhrinking Soul the Pageantry belies /12.40 bid 
No Equipage, no Pomp, no gorgeous Tmin, 40120 \ oc! 


Can Vice in conſcious Dignity maintain; ib. Pp 
Here | here! Diſgrace | inhabits... Qh my Re. . 
There injur'd Honour ſtabb de with keeneſt Dart. 
Oh | might ſuch Horrors teach the Sex: ta 3 3141 1 
That Vice W Oar but W oni 21 
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N D: can it be? — Supe itbeg-have all miſtook 

Why- Sirs 1 They ay I have a begging) lee. 

$0 by the: joints Opinion tis decreefl - — ! 1 zero 

That 1 for thein defects? ſhall interceed . 

But how ? — let me conſider — fave * Credit — 
& Hard Commiſſion : In good truth I dread it, 
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Yet medi mighty handſome ſhou d be ſaid, 

Wou'd my good Genius put it in my Head: 

Or Miſtreſs what -d ye-call-her, who diſdains 

Our Northern Gentlemen, for want of Brains; 

And want of Brains, in a fair Lady's ſenſe, 

Muſt mean, no doubt, the want of Confidence. 

The reaſon why ? Id tell it if I durſt; | 

A Lady ſhou'd be ſpar d the pain of ſpeaking firſt : 

And. ſo the honeſt Gentlemen wou'd think, 

But for their Dogs, their Horſes, and their Drink. 

Why then let me take Courage, nor diſg grace 

My Country and my Cauſe, for want of Face. 
And Ladies ; if my Author tells me right, 

A Comedy far-fetch'd you've ſeen to night : 

And far fetch'd things, are you-know-who' s delight. 

Latin indeed the Language ; but the Piece 

Is the Production of inventive Greece : 

Menander, as authentick Records ſhow, 

Compos'd it full two thouſand Years 290. 

Pity the Greek is loſt! The Learned cry: 

But, by the Learned's leave, not fo think I. 

Had we th' Original, fate as I Tay it. 


Our Maſter in the Greek would make us play it. 217 


Well, ſuch ſtrange Notions does he entertain! 
Thoſe Grecian Writers muſt have turn d his Brain. 
Did we obſerve his whimſical Commands, 

The Ancients wou'd be always 'in our Hands, 
"Tis very kindly meant, we thank: him fort, 
But we-ean: find ourſelves much better Sport. 
Durſt I but freely talk to him; I'd fay, 

You Schqlars, Sir, may like the preſent Play. 
But fince Menander's times, Sir, ſuch a change 
His Characters, indeed, appear but ſtrange. 

Vour Hav rite Chremes — why, in real Life, 
Does any Man as! he does ? Scold his Wife. 

Tis juſt the contrary, as I am told, 
The Wives, Sir, now-a-days their Huſbands ſcold. 

Then Menedemus— Nay, Sir, boaſt no more 
The wond'rous Wiſdom of thoſe Times of yore. 
Torment himſelf ! — In our Days all the pother 
Is enly who ſhall moſt torment each other. 
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The Doctors and the Lawyers may reſent it; 
Patients and Clients never are tormented. 
The Character of Bacchis — A miſtake : 
No modern Poet &'er the like cou'd make. 
What; live in Splendor with loſt Reputation |! | 
When did the preſent Age ev'n hear of ſuch a Faſhion ? 
The Lovers next — Ladies wou'd you declare 
Which you prefer of the accompliſh'd Pair. 
Briſk Clitipho, impatient, hurrying, flying 
Soft Clinia, doubting fearing, trembling, ſighing 
Thus far, perhaps, the Characters might do: 
But Chtipho is gen'rous, Clinia true. 
O yes! O yes! if any Fair-one finds 
Like Qualities in modern Lovers Minds ; 
Let her appear in Court and teſtify it : 
Ah! Gentlemen, you ſee they all deny. it. 
But ſure Antiphila may juſtly claim 
The laſting Ardors of the pureſt Flame. 
« Induſtrious, Prudent, Conſtant, Tender, Chaſte, 
% Her With, her Hope, her Soul on Cline plac d, 
In modeſt guiſe of unaſſuming Charms, 
«© Blefling and bleſt ſhe meets his eager Arms.“ 
Induſtrious— What; a Beauty mean to praiſe 
And call her Houſewife ! ſtrange old-faſhion'd Days 
Her Houfhold what fine Lady now regards? 
In ancient Times, indeed, there were no Cards. 
Beſides; the Fortune: (both Sides now conſider 
Fortune to Six-pence e'er they come together) 
'Tis but two Talents, which, by juſt Account, 
To Pounds Three Hundred eighty eight amount 
Except Ten Shiltings and three Farthings ſhort : 
Alas poor Girl ! indeed I'm ſorry for't ; 
Since, Gentlemen, with you ſo oddly ſounds 
A Woman's Worth in any thing but Pouxps. 
Then Syrus — but each fleering Shoulder-knot, 
Sees in this Character th' egregious Blot. 
Are his like any modern Servants Feats ? 
"Tis for his Maſter, not himſelf, he cheats, 
Yet Brothers, ſtill his ſaucineſs and Lying, 
And Pimping too may be a little Edifying. 
So, fo, it touches l nay no anger: Come, 
Lights ho | The Footmen, quick ! attend your Ladies Home; 


What have I faid ? Indeed Sirs I repent it; 2 
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